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CLEVELAND DISTRICT TO PRESENT ANDY WARHOL STAMP 
AT CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART AUGUST 16 

Andy Warhol transformed everyday items into art, and celebrities - including himself -- 
into icons. The U.S. Postal Service will recognize his contributions to American art and culture 
with a commemorative postage stamp, to be presented locally Friday, August 16 at the 
Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Blvd., in a ceremony in the outdoor garden courtyard at 6 
p.m. 

Cleveland Postmaster Linda Jacobson will officially dedicate the stamp, and present an 
enlargement to the museum. A representative of the museum will discuss Warhol's importance 
and influence on 20 th Century Art. 

The 37-cent stamp features his "Self-Portrait, 1964." Based on a photo-booth 
photograph, the image — silkscreen ink and synthetic polymer paint on canvas — is one of 
several versions in varying colors. The work is now in the collection of The Andy Warhol 
Museum in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The stamp will be issued August 9 at the Warhol 
Museum, and will be available at Cleveland District post offices August 10. 

Warhol’s serial images of celebrities such as Marilyn Monroe and everyday objects such 
as Campbell’s soup cans are perhaps his best known works. His career also included ventures 
in design, photography, film, television, writing and publishing. 

The son of Carpatho-Rusyn immigrants, the artist was born Andrew Warhola on August 
6, 1928, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. After graduating in 1949 from the Carnegie Institute of 
Technology (now Carnegie Mellon University) with a fine arts degree, Warhol moved to New 
York City and made a name for himself in the advertising world with his whimsical and award- 
winning illustrations. 

Warhol’s paintings achieved instant notoriety in 1962 with his solo exhibition of the now 
famous Campbell’s Soup can paintings at the Ferus Gallery in Los Angeles. In the same year, 
the Stable Gallery in New York City exhibited, among other works, his Coca-Cola bottles and 
portraits of Marilyn Monroe and Elvis Presley. 
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Warhol — who died on February 22, 1987, in New York City — has remained world- 
famous far longer than the transitory fifteen minutes he once predicted for everyone. His 
influence continues in art and film, as well as in a wide range of other creative endeavors 
throughout contemporary popular culture. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art has several Warhol paintings and prints in its collection, 
including "Marilyn xl 00" (1 962), a classic example of the work that brought Warhol to the 
forefront of the art world. It is the largest of his many renderings of Marilyn Monroe, a series 
prompted by news of the actress's suicide in August 1962. Marilyn became Warhol's favorite 
subject among the various celebrities whose images he used throughout his career to 
summarize essential aspects of our era. His paintings and prints of the famous film star were 
based on a photograph taken by Gene Korman to publicize the 1953 film "Niagara." 

Warhol's 1965 film "Lupe" is part of the museum's current special exhibition, "Into the 
Light: The Projected Image in American Art 1964-1977." 

The Cleveland District and the Cleveland Museum of Art last collaborated in 1998 for the 
unveiling of the "Ash Can School" stamp, which featured the George Bellows painting "Stag at 
Sharkey's," which is in the museum's collection. 

The Andy Warhol stamp presentation is free and open to the public. To see an image 
of the stamp, visit www.usps.com . 
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